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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview Allen 
Lang with on 11/27/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing Of Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of resizing a graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog 
window of a computer software application, the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window 
having at least one gr a ph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window element disposed thereon, 
comprising: 

altering the size of the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window dynamically to a 
selected size during running of the computer software application; 

determining, whether the selected size of the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog 
window is less than a minimum size for the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window , the 
minimum size comprising a value established in the computer software application 
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wherein the value is discarded upon closing the graph i ca l us o r i nt e rfac e dialog window 
and the value is calculated upon opening the graph i cal us o r int e rfac e dialog window ; 

if the selected size of the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window is less than the 
minimum size, then altering the size of the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog window to the 
minimum size and preventing a user from manually shrinking the graph i ca l user 
i nterfac e dialog window below the minimum size; 

notifying a graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window control module that graph i ca l 
us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window interface is being resized to the minimum size; 

notifying the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog window element that it is to be 
repositioned on the graph i cal user int e rfac e dialog window according to a set of rules 
governing the position of graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e the dialog window elements on the 
graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window ; 

repositioning the graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window element according to the 
set of rules, wherein repositioning the graphical us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window element 
includes moving the graphica l us o r i nt e rfac e dialog window element from a first position 
to a second position, wherein the second position is the same relative position on the 
graph i cal us e r interface dialog window after the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window 
has been resized, as the first position of the graph i cal us e r interf a c e dialog window 
element prior to altering the size of the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog window to the 
minimum size; and 

displaying the gr a ph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window . 
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2-3 (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wh e r e by th e st e p of wherein 
displaying the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window , i nc l ud e s th e st e ps of comprises : 

constructing a bitmap of the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rface dialog window according the 
selected size; 

positioning the graph i cal usor interface dialog window element on the bitmap 
according to the set of rules; and 

designating the bitmap for display. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wh e r e by th o st o p of wherein 
notifying the graph i cal user intorfaco dialog window element that it is to be repositioned, 
inc l ud e s th e st e ps of comprises : 

altering the graphica l us e r int e rface dialog window element in response to 
altering the size of the graph i cal us e r int e rfac e dialog window . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 5, wh e r e by th e st e p of wherein 
altering the graph i ca l us e r intorfac o dialog window element, inc l udes th e st o ps of 
comprises : 

altering the size of the graphica l us e r i ntorfaco dialog window element. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wh o r e by wherein the graph i ca l 
usor int e rfac e dialog window is a dialog window for providing access to functionality of 
the computer software application. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wh e r e by wherein the graph i cal 
us o r interfac e dialog window element includes a plurality of controls disposed on the 
graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window . 

9. (Currently Amended) A method of resizing a dialog window of a computer 
software application, the dialog window having a plurality of controls disposed thereon, 
comprising: 

running the computer software application; 

altering the size of the dialog window dynamically by user action to a selected 
size while the computer software application is running; 

determining whether the selected size of the dialog window is less than a 
minimum size for the dialog window, the minimum size comprising a value established 
in the computer software application wherein the value is discarded upon closing the 
dialog window and the value is calculated upon opening the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e 
dialog window ; 

if the selected size of the dialog window is less than the minimum size, then 
altering the size of the dialog window to the minimum size and preventing a user from 
manually shrinking the dialog window below the minimum size ; 
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notifying a dialog window manager module that the dialog window is being 
resized to the minimum size; 

notifying each of the plurality of controls that it is to be repositioned on the dialog 
window according to a set of rules governing the position of controls on the dialog 
window; 

repositioning the plurality of controls according to the set of rules, wherein 
repositioning the plurality of controls includes moving the plurality of controls from a first 
position to a second position, wherein the second position is the same relative position 
on the dialog window after the dialog window has been resized, as the first position of 
the plurality of controls prior to altering the size of the dialog window to the minimum 
size; and 

displaying the dialog window. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 9, whereby the step of 
repositioning the plurality of controls according to the set of rules, further includes 

specifying a plurality of frames, each frame representing a region within the 
dialog window, the frames forming a hierarchical tree of frames, the tree of frames 
including at least one' parent frame having at least one associated child frame, wherein 
a region represented by each parent frame encloses a region represented by its 
associated child frame, each of the plurality of controls having an associated frame; 

determining a minimum size of each child frame; 
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determining a minimum size of each parent frame based on the minimum sizes 
of its child frames; 

determining a position for each parent frame; 

determining a position of each child frame based on the position of its parent 

frame; 

determining a size and position of each of the plurality of controls, based on the 
determined size and position of its associated frames; and 

designating for display within the dialog window each of the plurality of controls 
according to its size and position. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 9, whereby the step of displaying the dialog 
window, includes the steps of: 

constructing a bitmap of the dialog window according the selected size; 
positioning the plurality of controls on the bitmap according to the set of rules; 

and 

designating the bitmap for display. 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having stored thereon 
computer-executable instructions which when executed by a computer resize a 
graphica l us e r i nt e rf a c e dialog window of a computer software application, the graph i ca l 
us o r i nt e rfac e dialog window having at least one graph i cal us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window 
element disposed thereon by performing: 
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altering the size of the graph i cal us o r interface dialog window dynamically to a 
selected size during running of the computer software application; 

determining whether the selected size of the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog 
window is less than a minimum size for the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window , the 
minimum size comprising a value established in the computer software application 
wherein the value is discarded upon closing the graphical us o r i nt e rface dialog window 
and the value is calculated upon opening the graphica l usor i nterface dialog window ; 

* if the selected size of the graph i cal us e r int e rfac e dialog window is less than the 
minimum size, then altering the size of the graph i cal us e r int e rfac e dialog window to the 
minimum size and preventing a user from manually shrinking the dialog window below 
the minimum size ; 

notifying a graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window control module that the 
graph i ca l us e r i nt e rf a c e dialog window is being resized to the minimum size; 

notifying the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window element that it is to be 
repositioned on the graphica l us e r int e rfac e dialog window according to a set of rules 
governing the position of graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window elements on the 
graphical us e r int e rfac e dialog window ; 

repositioning the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog window element according to the 
set of rules, wherein repositioning the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window element 
includes moving the graphica l us e r i nt e rf a c e dialog window element from a first position 
to a second position, wherein the second position is the same relative position on the 
graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window after the graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window 
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has been resized, as the first position of the graph i cal us e r int e rfac e dialog window 
element prior to altering the size of the graphica l us e r int e rfac e dialog window to the 
minimum size; and 

displaying the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog window . 

13-14 (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The medium of Claim 12, wh e r e by th e step of wherein 
displaying the graph i cal us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window , inc l udes th e st e ps of comprises ; 

constructing a bitmap of the graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window according the 
selected size; 

positioning the graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window element on the bitmap 
according to the set of rules; and 

designating the bitmap for display. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12, wh e r e by th e st e p of wherein 
notifying the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog window element that it is to be repositioned, 
inc l ud e s th e st e ps of comprises : 

in response to notifying the graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window element that it 
is to be repositioned, altering the graph i ca l us e r int e rfac e dialog window element in 
response to altering the size of the graphica l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window . 
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17. (Currently Amended) A system for resizing a dialog window of a computer 
software application, the dialog window having a plurality of controls disposed thereon, 
comprising: 

a computer operating system operative to run the computer software application; 

a dialog manager module operative to alter the size of the dialog window to a 
selected size in response to user action while the computer software application is 
running; 

determine whether the selected size of the dialog window is less than a minimum 
size for graph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window , the minimum size comprising a value 
established in the computer software application wherein the value is discarded upon 
closing the gr a ph i ca l us e r i nt e rfac e dialog window and the value is calculated upon 
opening the dialog window; 

if the selected size of the dialog window is less than the minimum size, then alter 
the size of the dialog window to the minimum size and prevent a user from manually 
shrinking the dialog window below the minimum size ; 

the computer operating system further operative to notify a dialog window 
manager module that the dialog window is being resized to the minimum size; 

the dialog manager module further operative to notify each of the plurality of 
controls that it is to be repositioned on the dialog window according to a set of rules 
governing the position of controls on the dialog window; 

an autolayout module operative to communicate to the dialog manager module to 
reposition the plurality of controls according to the set of rules; 
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reposition the plurality of controls according to the set of rules, wherein 
repositioning the plurality of controls includes moving the plurality of controls from a first 
position to a second position, wherein the second position is the same relative position 
on the dialog window after the dialog window has been resized, as the first position of 
the plurality of controls prior to altering the size of the dialog window to the minimum 
size; and 

the operating system further operative to display the dialog window. 
18-19 (Canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 17, whereby the dialog 
manager module is further operative; 

to construct a bitmap of the dialog window according the selected size; 

to position the plurality of controls on the bitmap according to the repositioning of 
the plurality of controls performed by the auto layout module; and 

to designate the bitmap for display by the operating system. 

Reason for allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior arts fail to 
show: "altering the size of the dialog window. . . wherein the value discarded upon closing the 
dialog window and the value is calculated upon opening the dialog window. . .preventing a user 
from manually shrinking the dialog window below the minimum size." 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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